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JEM Programs for January 2021 
To be presented on Zoom 

Zoom links will be publicized closer to the dates. 

 

January 4, 2021:  Sinai: The Real Story ~ Jim Stevens     Sponsor: Judith Wiley 

Jim’s previous presentation concluded with the Jews leaving Egypt. This year’s presentation will be on the 

equally fascinating and controversial story of their experiences in Sinai. His unique analysis of the events 

will be surprising and perhaps even a little unsettling!  

 

Jim Stevens is a retired teacher with a lifelong interest in ancient biblical history and archaeology. His 

intellectual curiosity and knowledge help us to understand Jewish history within new contexts. He has 

given numerous presentations to JEM and always leaves his audiences challenging their previous 

assumptions. 

 

 

January 11: The Bible in the Age of #MeToo: Reading Rape Narratives ~ Carl Ehrlich 

Sponsors: Gerbrig and Harvey Berman 

One of the features that makes the Hebrew Bible (or Tanach) such an archetypal work of religious 

literature is that it touches on the full range of the human experience. Unfortunately, the human experience 

of biblical times (and today) includes sexual violence. This presentation will look at how this unpleasant 

subject is treated in both legal and narrative biblical texts. 

 

Carl Stephan Ehrlich (Ph.D. Harvard) is Professor of Hebrew Bible in the Departments of History and 

Humanities, and Director of the Israel and Golda Koschitzky Centre for Jewish Studies at York University. 

Among his areas of interest are synchronic, diachronic, and contextual approaches to the biblical text and 

Israelite civilization.  His most recent publication is the co-edited collection, Purity, Holiness, and Identity 

in Judaism and Christianity: Essays in Memory of Susan Haber (2013). Current projects include a cultural 

history of Moses and a commentary on Chronicles. 

 

 

January 18: Leaving Harry for Rocco Perri: The Ambiguous Identity of Jewish Mob Boss Bessie Starkman ~ 

Monda Halpern Sponsors: The Gal Pals (Anne, Carol, Joyce, Kathy, Louise, Lynn, Ruth, Tova) 

 

When Jewish wife and mother Bessie Starkman left her husband Harry and their children in 1912 to take 

up with Italian Rocco Perri, it was the beginning of a powerful and sinister collaboration that would 

rule the Ontario underworld. Unlike other sources that have focused on Starkman’s criminality, this talk 

will explore her ambivalent relationship with Judaism, marriage, and motherhood. 
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Monda Halpern is a Professor in the Department of History at Western University. She is the author of two 

books, most recently Alice in Shandehland: Scandal and Scorn in the Edelson/Horwitz Murder Case. Her 

third book will focus on the Jewish and family life of Bessie Starkman. This will be Monda’s eighth JEM 

presentation! 

 

We hope that JEM will return in the autumn of 2021 with new edifying, stimulating,  

and entertaining presentations. 
 

 

To receive emailed JEM fliers and notices, please contact Sandra at sandra@safranhr.com, showing your 

name and email address, or call her at 519-433-7882. 

 

JEM is co-sponsored by the Martin Bass Fund for Human Resources of Or Shalom, Temple Israel, 

Jewish London, and B’nai Brith Men, with additional support from The Lamplighter Inn & 

Conference Centre, the Selma Rothfeld Family Endowment Fund of the London Jewish Community 

Foundation, and numerous individual donors. 
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