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JEM PROGRAMS: FEBRUARY 25 – APRIL 8, 2019 
 

February 25: He Gets that from his Mother’s Side: The Matriarchs of Biblical Israel and their Influence on their Famous 

Sons ~ Andrea di Giovanni 
A surface reading of the Torah and Prophets could suggest that many of the male heroes arrive on the scene already 
equipped with the savvy they need to lead and the devotion they must exemplify in G-d’s eyes. Attention to the women in 

their lives, particularly their mothers and grandmothers, yields a different picture. This presentation will explore selected 

biblical narratives that rethink traditional maternal roles, revealing women of valour, whose character traits and actions 

influence the depictions of their sons.  
 

Andrea Di Giovanni holds degrees in English Literature and Theology from the University of Toronto and St. Michael’s 

College. She is an instructor of biblical studies at King’s University College and St. Peter’s Seminary in London, and loves 
helping her students explore new ways of reading and understanding biblical literature. Her primary areas of interest are in 

early Second Temple biblical literature, and post-exilic articulations of community identity. 

Sponsored by an anonymous donor. 
  

March 4: Nothing’s Carved in Stone: The Changing Life and Work of Sculptor Jacques Lipchitz ~ Sonia Halpern 
Like numerous aspiring Jewish artists of the early 20th century, sculptor Jacques Lipchitz left Eastern Europe for Paris to 
become part of its exhilarating artistic milieu; remarkably, he became one of the most significant sculptors of French 

modernism. Unlike many Jewish artists, however, Lipchitz’s successful assimilation in France was followed by a strong 

Jewish adherence in America. This transformation would ultimately change his work from avant-garde Cubist forms to 
traditional expressive narratives, a rare artistic direction in the experimental art world of the early 20th century. 

  

Sonia Halpern is an art historian and a multi award-winning instructor at Western University. She is the author of two 
humourous poetry books (The Life and Times of Transition Girl, 2005; revised and expanded, 2014), a book of original 

musical compositions (Klezmer Kitty, 2010), and many academic articles. Sonia is also active in adult Jewish education in 

London as a frequent speaker for JEM and course facilitator for AJE. Regularly involved in amateur theatre, Sonia 

performed in London’s Fringe Festival in 2018. 

Sponsors: Kathleen Robinson-Burch, Ruth Tandberg, Carol West, Louise Sabourin, 

Joyce Garnett, Tova Zarnowiecki, and Lynn Coveney 
 

March 11: All for Naught? The Jews of Poland on the Eve of the Second World War ~ Piotr J. Wróbel 
By 1939, Polish Jewry constituted the second largest Jewish community in the world. Polish Jewish artists and intellectuals 

contributed significantly to the country’s Jewish scholarship and culture, Jewish political parties were numerous and 

vibrant, and Jewish businesspeople and workers were indispensable to the Polish economy. With the subsequent destruction 
of the Holocaust, were the accomplishments of Polish Jewry all for naught? 

 

Piotr J. Wróbel holds the Konstanty Reynart Chair of Polish Studies at the University of Toronto. Before his appointment 
there in 1994, he taught at several universities in Poland and America. He serves on the Advisory Boards of Polin: A 

Journal of Polish-Jewish Studies, Acta Poloniae Historica, and The Polish Review. 

Sponsor: Hy Goldberg 
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March 18: Veterans, Victims, and Valour: The Extraordinary Activism of Lillian Freiman ~ Jennifer Lander  
Despite being one of the most accomplished women in Canadian Jewish history, Lillian Freiman is not well known to 
most Jewish communities. Founder and first President of Hadassah-WIZO in Canada (1919-40), a woman who almost 

singlehandedly raised $200,000 for Jewish war orphans in the wake of World War I, and the first Jewish woman in the 

entire British Empire to be awarded the Order of the British Empire (1934), Freiman was a force to be reckoned with. 
Join us as we explore the life of this intriguing personality.  

 

Jennifer Lander has an MA in History from the University of Alberta and is now a doctoral student in Western’s Department 
of Women’s Studies and Feminist Research. Her dissertation focuses on Canadian Jewish women’s experiences on the 

home-front in WWII. 
 

March 25: The Birth and History of the Jewish Federation Movement ~ Joe Roberts 
Since its founding in 1895, the Jewish Federation movement has been a catalyst for positive change and growth in the 

Jewish world. It has laid the foundation for strong North American Jewish communities, provided much needed relief to 
vulnerable populations in over 100 countries worldwide, and made possible the creation of the State of Israel. Join us to 

discuss the movement’s origins, major accomplishments, impact on world Jewry, and its future direction. 

 
Joe Roberts is the CEO of Jewish London (London’s Jewish Federation) and has spent much of his career in the Federation 

movement in Boston, Los Angeles, and Columbus, Ohio. He is a graduate of the Jewish Federations of North America’s 

Fundraising University and has served on many boards and task forces focused on the future of our collective movement 
and North American Jewish communities. 

Sponsor: Judith Wiley 
 

April 1: Rabbi at Heart: The Jewish Leonard Bernstein ~ David Rosner 
Leonard Bernstein (1918-1990) is one of the most famous names in 20th century music. Bernstein is renowned as a 

composer of classical, film, and show music, a conductor of symphony orchestras, and an extraordinary music educator. It 
is less widely known that the composer of West Side Story also composed about twenty Jewish-themed works such as the 

Chichester Psalms and the Symphony No.1: Jeremiah, inspired by the Book of Lamentations. This talk will profile the life 

of this extraordinary man, with emphasis on the Jewish content of his works. 
 

David Rosner is a physicist (University of Toronto, Harvard University, and Western University) with a lifetime interest 

in classical music. He has given several presentations at the JCC, for AJE and JEM programs about Jewish music, 

composers, and scientists. 

Sponsor: Judith Wiley 
 

April 8: From Joseph to Moses: Stirring Times in Ancient Egypt ~ Jim Stevens 
Each year at Passover, the Jewish people read the story of how we were slaves in Egypt and how we escaped captivity. In 

this presentation will learn the “back story” – the politics and battles facing the Egyptians during this tumultuous time and 
how they affected the Israelites. After this presentation, you will read the Passover story in a whole new way! 

 

Jim Stevens is a retired teacher with a lifelong interest in ancient biblical history and archaeology. His unique intellectual 

curiosity and knowledge help us to understand our history within new contexts. He has given numerous presentations to 
JEM and always leaves his audiences challenging their previous assumptions.  

Sponsors: Carmen Rosenfeld and Ron McNish 
 

JEM will return in the autumn of 2019 with more edifying, stimulating, and entertaining presentations. 
 

To receive emailed JEM fliers and notices, please contact sandra@safranhr.com, giving her your name and email 

address. Or call Sandra at 519-433-7882. 

JEM is co-sponsored by the Martin Bass Fund for Human Resources of Or Shalom, Temple Israel, Jewish London, 
and B’nai Brith Men, with additional support from The Lamplighter Inn & Conference Centre, the Selma Rothfeld 
Family Endowment Fund of the London Jewish Community Foundation, and numerous individual donors. 
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