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JEM Programs – January through March, 2018 
 
January 15, 2018:  I Do Think We Can Carry On: Canadian Jewish Women’s Experiences on the Homefront 

in World War II ~ Jennifer Lander 
The intersection of gender, religion/ethnicity, and nationality placed Canadian Jewish women on the home front 
during World War II at the centre of debates about what it meant to be both Jewish and Canadian in the 1940s. This 
talk will explore the women of the Canadian Jewish Congress’ Women’s War Efforts Committee, and how their 
experiences were integral to solidifying the place of the Jewish community in Canada – as well as their sometimes 
tense role within it. 
 
Jennifer Lander is a third-year Ph.D. student in the Department of Women’s Studies and Feminist Research at 
Western University. Her dissertation, “Canadian Jewish Women and the War Effort, 1939-1945,” is an oral history 
project analyzing how religion and gender affected Jewish women’s home-front experiences during World War II. 
 
January 22: Anti-Judaism in Contemporary European Culture ~ Bill Acres 

This presentation is sponsored by Hy Goldberg. 
 

Anti-Semitism, anti-Israel: These forms of hatred of Jews have persisted in Europe despite widespread education 
about and awareness of Holocaust atrocities. This talk will look at the resurgence of claims against the full 
membership of Jews as Europeans and as nationals. The incoherence of the Alt-Right meets with contemporary 
discourse from the Left on matters which seek to bundle Judaism in ways which stop Jewish voices and diversity 
from entering the debate. 
 
Bill Acres teaches Comparative Religion and History at Huron University College in the Faculty of Theology. He is 
currently working on a book on Judaic influences on the creation of history in the work of Reformation scholars in 
the late 17th and early 18th centuries. He is also writing a book a book about the communities and histories around 
the Mohawk Institute.  
 
January 29: If I Were a Rich Man: A Jewish Perspective on Donald Trump, his Politics, and his Values  

~ Donald Abelson 
This presentation is sponsored by B’nai Brith London Lodge in memory of Max Valinsky, a longtime JEM supporter. 

 
In the hotly-contested 2016 US presidential election, Jews voted overwhelmingly for Hillary Clinton, hardly a 
surprise to political pundits who have long observed Jewish support for Democratic presidential nominees. Given 
this trend, this presentation will examine Trump’s victory and his first tumultuous year in office through a 
traditional Jewish lens, one which promotes social and economic equality, and human dignity and respect. Judged by 
these core values that have shaped the Jewish people for centuries, the wealthy Donald Trump, as suggested by his 
words and deeds, is, arguably, living in moral poverty.  
  
Donald Abelson is Chair of the Political Science Department and Director of the Canada-US Institute at Western 
University. He is the author of several books, including Northern Lights: Exploring Canada’s Think Tank Landscape 
(McGill-Queen’s University Press, 2016) and, with Stephen Brooks, Think Tanks, Foreign Policy and Geo-politics: 
Pathways to Influence (Routledge, 2017). His newest book, Do Think Tanks Matter? Assessing the Impact of Public 
Policy Institutes, third edition (McGill-Queen’s University Press), will appear in late spring. Don is also a regular 
political commentator on radio and television.  
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February 5, 2018: I Spy with my Little Eye: How the Dreyfus Affair Contributed to the Demise of 

Impressionism ~ Sonia Halpern  
In 1894, when Jewish Captain Alfred Dreyfus was convicted of betraying French military secrets to the Germans, the 
accusation inspired many ardent Dreyfus supporters and detractors, among them the French Impressionists. Indeed, 
this divisiveness revealed an overt anti-Semitism that belied the beauty and tranquility of their paintings. 
This presentation will uncover the views of individual artists, including Monet, Pissarro, Degas, and Renoir, and 
examine how their discordant positions regarding The Dreyfus Affair contributed to the demise of Impressionism. 
 
Sonia Halpern is an Art Historian and award-winning professor who has taught at Western University since 1990. She 
is the author of two humorous poetry books (The Life and Times of Transition Girl, and a revised and expanded 
edition), a music book of original compositions (Klezmer Kitty), and academic articles focusing on issues of Jewish 
identity. Sonia enjoys participating in the educational and cultural life of the London Jewish community by being 
a course facilitator for AJE, a regular speaker for JEM, and a performer in Or Shalom’s theatre productions. 
 
February 12: How The Riot at Christie Pits Transformed the Riot at Christie Pits ~ Monda Halpern 

This presentation is sponsored by Tova Zarnowiecki, Carol West, Kathleen Robinson-Burch, 
 and Louise R. Sabourin. 

 
The year 2017 marks three decades since the publication of Cyril Levitt and William Shaffir’s groundbreaking book, 
The Riot at Christie Pits. The work chronicles the events of August 16, 1933, when Toronto was the site of one of 
the most violent riots in Canadian history – one in which young gentile and Jewish men clashed. Shockingly, despite 
the exceptional and brutal circumstances of the 1933 riot, it was not until fifty-four years later that scholars Levitt 
and Shaffir examined the uprising. This talk will explore why scholars largely ignored the event prior to 1987, 
and how, since the appearance of the book, the incident’s legacy has been transformed.  
 
Monda Halpern is an Associate Professor in the Department of History at Western University. She specializes in 
nineteenth and twentieth-century North American women’s history and Jewish history. Monda is the author of And 
on That Farm He Had a Wife: Ontario Farm Women and Feminism, 1900-1970 (McGill-Queen’s University Press, 
2001) and Alice in Shandehland: Scandal and Scorn in the Edelson/Horwitz Murder Case (McGill-Queen’s 
University Press, 2015), an historical account of a 1931 homicide in the Ottawa Jewish community. 
 
February 26: The Reckoning: Three German-Jewish Emigrés in Occupied Germany, 1945-1946  

~ Rande Kostal  
This presentation will focus on three German-Jewish émigrés to the United States, all former German lawyers, who 
fled Nazi Germany in the 1930s, only to return in 1945-1946 – this time as legal officials of the American occupation 
force. Rande will discuss the relevant perceptions of these men – these Jewish men – including their bitter conflicts 
with each other, and the “de-nazification,” democratic reconstruction, and moral redemption of their former 
homeland. 
 
Rande Kostal is an Oxford-trained law professor and historian, and has been a faculty member at Western University 
since 1988. He is the author of the forthcoming book with Harvard University Press, Laying Down the Law: The 
United States and the Legal Reconstruction of Germany and Japan, 1944-1952. 
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March 5, 2018: Ochre, Green, and Blue: The scenery of Israel as Expressed by its Artists ~ Erica Reshef 
In conjunction with opening of the JCC's current Israeli quilt exhibit featuring Israeli scenery, this presentation will 
highlight different artistic approaches to the breathtaking Israeli landscape – its deserts, vegetation, and waters – as 
depicted in paintings, drawings, and sculpture. We will learn about art produced by talented Israeli artists from the 
early part of the 20th century until the present.  
 
Erica Reshef is a local artist who has owned ArtVenture Art Studio for ten years. She graduated from the University 
of Haifa Teacher’s college and also has a B.Ed. from the University of Alberta. She spent 40 years teaching, and now 
teaches visual arts to children and adults. Erica is known to the London Jewish community for her commissioned 
Judaica, including greeting cards, invitations, and ketubot. She has facilitated AJE courses on Israeli art at the JCC, 
as well as on Yiddish theatre and literature. She is passionate about 19th and 20th Century art history, traditional 
Jewish art, and the history of Ashkenazi Jews.  
 
March 12: Honouring and Revering Our Parents: From Emotions to Actions ~ Rabbi Catharine Clark  
Torah commands “honour your father and mother” (Exodus 20:12) and “revere your mother and father” (Leviticus 
19:3). While these verses appear to command our emotions, many rabbinic texts interpret this mitzvah in terms of 
what we are required to do for our parents as they age. What do we do when difficult relationships with our aging 
parents make honour and reverence challenging to cultivate in our hearts, and what are we required to do for our 
parents, no matter how we feel? We will examine some rabbinic texts in search of answers to these questions. 
 
Rabbi Catharine Clark is the spiritual leader of Congregation Or Shalom. She sees the truth in her father’s saying, 
“Nothing is worse than getting old . . . except the alternative.” 
 
March 19: Jewish Culture, Traditions and Values: Are These Reflected in our Jewish Food? ~ Susan Jackson 

This presentation is sponsored by Bernie & Beverley Zaifman. 
 

Food can be a metaphor for culture and connection. How does the world of 2018 transmit Jewish values, traditions, 
and lifestyle to the next generation? In a somewhat irreverent and humorous tone, our speaker will talk about how 
we can connect millennials to the love of Judaism and Israel. We will look at what a meaningful Jewish life means 
to families and young adults in a world of choice, discuss how our values relate to today’s society, and learn how we 
can bring to the forefront the “pintela yid,” the little piece of Jewishness that rests in our hearts. Using stories and 
anecdotes, Susan will describe how we can create relevant Jewish traditions and memories for our children to cherish. 
  
Susan Jackson has worked in the Jewish community for 35 years. She was the Director of Community Services, 
Youth Activities, and Education at the Canadian Jewish Congress for 13 years. Her roles in the UJA Federation of 
Toronto included creating the Federations’ continuity initiative to bring Jews closer to Jewish life. As Executive 
Director of the Centre for Jewish Knowledge and Heritage, she brought the education and outreach arms together to 
strengthen community identity services. As Executive Director of Women’s Philanthropy, she led fundraising and 
engagement. 

 
JEM will return in the autumn of 2018 with another lineup of edifying,  

stimulating, and entertaining presentations. 
 

 
JEM is co-sponsored by the Martin Bass Fund for Human Resources of Or Shalom, Temple Israel, 
and The London Jewish Federation, with additional support from The Lamplighter Inn & 
Conference Centre and numerous individual donors.  


